Reviews.
[April, lowed by those to whom it is offered, as any of the other nine, to the great glory and no small profit, of its modest and ingenious author. We grudge no man either the glory or the profit to be obtained from charlatanerie, and we can hardly expect that those who are so ignorant of science as to be misled by the ' Vestiges,' will read what we have to say upon the subject; but a book may, like a weed, acquire an importance by neglect, which it could have attained in no other mode; and, therefore, it becomes our somewhat unpleasant duty to devote a few of our pages to an examination of some of the leading points of this once attractive and still notorious work of fiction: indeed we feel the more called upon to undertake this criticism at present, since, as we shall see, the ' Yestigiarian' has bolstered up his case by the use of names and authorities, which, were it justifiable, might give a certain value to his statements.
It would be no less wearisome than unprofitable to go into a detailed examination of all the blunders and mis-statements of the ' Vestiges'?to drag to light all the suggestions of the false and suppressions of the true, which abound in almost every page, and which, in a work of such pretension, of such long elaboration, and so filled with whining assertions of sincerity, are almost as culpable, if they proceed from ignorance, as if they N were the result of intention.
We propose, therefore, to confine our attention to the fundamental proposition of the book and to some one or two of those matters connected with the biological sciences, which come more particularly within the province of this review.
The Yestigiarian modestly tells us, that none of his critics have rightly conceived "the fundamental proposition of the work'' (Proofs, &c., lviii); and in answer to the reproach of superficiality, he says, that " to be a superficial book, it has been remarkably hard to understand" (Ibid.). We really must suggest that difficulty of comprehension is by no means a test of depth of thought, and that it would be well to leave out, in the eleventh edition, the confession, that this book, so popular with the mob, is incomprehensible to the thinker. Obscurity is more often the result of the muddiness than of the depth of the stream of thought. This, by the way, however: for, lest we should fall under like condemnation, we quote here the author's own words, that " The actual proposition of the ' Vestiges' is 1 creation in the manner of law,' that is, the Creator working in a natural course, or by natural means." (Proofs, lix.) Here then is the idea of the book, and if the author has not demonstrated this, it is so much waste paper.
There is, however, one preliminary which must be settled before passing to the question of demonstration?namely, has this potent proposition, as it is here expressed, any intelligible meaning at all?
What is the sense of the terms "Law" and "Nature"? Nature is, of course, the totality of all laws, and therefore our inquiry is limited to the question of the meaning of " Law." As we prefer not to adopt any definition not admitted by our author, we will turn to his own pages, though there really are authorities (Sir John Herschel, or We seek for acuteness of thought, and we find nothing but confusion of ideas, and an ignorance of the first outlines of speculation. A spurious, glib eloquence, an affectation of reverence for truth and of scientific modesty, are not wanting to remind the curious observer all the more strongly of the total absence of that careful research and fair representation of both sides of a question, which should be the first-fruits of the latter qualities. It is needless to justify the reputation of either of these gentlemen against 1854.] 
